West Allegheny School District - School Code of Conduct

West Allegheny School District believes that it is essential for our schools to provide a safe
and supportive atmosphere that is conducive to learning. Students must be able to work
together and to accept and share responsibilities. While discipline begins in the home, the
school provides reinforcement and continued opportunity for students to learn self-discipline
and behaviors appropriate for becoming responsible citizens and living productively in our
society.

West Allegheny’s approach to student discipline is corrective and intended to modify the
inappropriate behavior. Maintaining appropriate standards of discipline in the West Allegheny
School District is essential to the establishment of a safe and orderly educational environment
where students can learn. The Student Code of Conduct will be interpreted by the
administration and their designees in a manner which they deem just, given the
circumstances of the individual case. Additionally, students must understand that
administrators shall have the authority to enforce other reasonable disciplinary actions
which they find warranted by situations not covered specifically (including limiting
student participation/attendance in extracurricular school- based events/special
assemblies/programs aimed at rewarding positive student effort and performance).

Discipline issues arise for a variety of reasons and in varying degrees of frequency and
severity. The general sequence presented here is not intended to be rigidly followed. The
actual sequence of disciplinary action may vary depending on the individual case and the
process will be initiated at the step deemed appropriate. In general, these steps are followed:
Teacher and student address issue

Teacher and parent/guardian address issue

Teacher, counselor, parent/guardian and/or student meet to address issue

0N PR

Principal, parent/guardian, student, and other school personnel are involved to
address issue
5. School officials, parent/guardian, student, and social service agencies are involved to
address issue
An administrative review occurs with the principal
7. A superintendent's review occurs with the administrative staff, the superintendent or
designee

8. School Board hearing

Misbehaviors and their interventions are categorized across four levels according to degree
of seriousness and frequency of occurrence. Each school may have additional guidelines for
student behavioral expectations as part of a positive behavior intervention and incentive
system.
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Level |

Level | offenses include minor misbehaviors on the part of the student which are disruptive
and impede classroom procedures and learning or that interfere with the orderly and safe
operation of the school. These misbehaviors are expected to be addressed by the individual
teacher or staff member who observes the incident but may require the intervention of an
administrator. An accurate record of the offense, corrective and intervention supports, and
disciplinary action must be maintained by the teacher or staff member. Repeated instances of
Level | behavior, despite redirection or intervention, may constitute a violation at a higher
level with referral to an administrator.

Examples of Level | Violations Including but not Limited to:

o Disrespectful actions or language towards peers, adults, and/or property

e Classroom disruptions and violations of classroom procedures established by the
teacher, which may include tardiness to class, disruptive behavior, failure/refusal to
follow directives

¢ Disruptive behavior in common areas (e.g., hallways, cafeteria, playground)

Minor dress code violations

Lack of cooperation with staff (verbal/non-verbal)

Failure or refusal to comply with adult directives

Inappropriate and/or profane language or gesture not directed at others

Untruthful or deceptive behavior to school personnel

Violation of Academic Integrity Policy (refer to Academic Integrity Policy), cheating,

plagiarism

e Misuse or unauthorized use of electronic devices

¢ Refusal to engage in academic learning activities

¢ Inhibiting other students’ learning process

Examples of Level | Consequences Including but not Limited to:

e Timely parent notification e Parent/Student/Teacher conference
(by phone & documented in writing) e Loss of classroom privilege

e Verbal redirection e Classroom meeting

e Special assignment e Referral to school counselor

e Behavior contract e Change of classroom seating

e Confiscation of electronic device e Teacher assigned detention

e Mediation e Student conference
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Level |l

Level Il offenses are misbehaviors whose frequency or seriousness disrupts the learning
climate of the school and/or classroom. These infractions can result from the continuation of
Level | misbehaviors and/or include new offenses. The educational consequences are
serious enough to require disciplinary action taken by administrative personnel. Repeated or
more serious instances of misbehavior at this level raise the offense to a higher level.

Examples of Level Il Violations Including but not Limited to:

e Repeated Level | Violations or Level | with aggravating circumstances

¢ Failure to complete assigned Level | discipline

e Major dress code violation or repeated violations

e Minor disruption in school such as horse playing, play fighting, verbal altercation, etc.

¢ Failure to properly identify oneself to teachers and/or staff

o Falsification of documents, statements, and/or misrepresentation of parent/guardian

e Loitering in an unauthorized area

e Failure to attend class, leaving class without authorization, presence in unauthorized
areas

e Leaving school without authorization

e Verbal/non-verbal flagrant disrespect toward teachers and staff

e Agitating/instigating comments between students

e Use of obscene language/gestures toward others

e Possession of matches, lighters

e Use/possession of tobacco and/or related products, look alike products (first offense)

e Use/possession of vapes, vaping materials and/or related products, look alike products

(first offense)

Examples of Level Il Consequences Including but not Limited to:

e Detention e Parent notification and possible

e In School Suspension conference

e Out of School Suspension e Referral to SAP

e Temporary removal of driving e Withdrawal of privileges and/or
privileges participation in school activities

e Verbal and written reprimand e Loss of driving privileges

e Behavior contract

West Allegheny School District - School Code of Conduct




Level Il
Level Il offenses are acts whose frequency or seriousness disrupt the learning climte of the
school and are directed against persons or properties. These misbehaviors could endanger
the health and safety of those in the school.

Examples of Level lll Violations Including but not Limited to:

Repeated Level 1l Violations or Level Il with aggravating circumstances
e Failure to complete assigned Level Il discipline

e Vandalism (Less than $100) or Petty theft (less than $100)

e Trespassing on school property

e Disorderly conduct

e Major disruption of school such as smoke/stink bombs, fireworks, etc.

¢ Fighting, harassment, threatening comments, simple assault, hazing

e Act or acts of discrimination and/or intimidating behaviors intended to demean another
person

¢ Bullying/Cyber-bullying

o Refusal to leave school property when directed to do so

e Sexual misconduct, indecent exposure

e Sexual harassment

e Student demonstrations that result in disruption to the school

¢ Violation of the Acceptable Use Policy (refer to Acceptable Use Policy)

e Truancy

e Possession of pornography or other illegal material, sexting

e Use/possession of drugs and or alcohol, look-alikes, and/or paraphernalia (non-

distribution amount)
e Use/possession of regulated and/or non-regulated THC (non-distribution amount)
e Use/possession of tobacco and/or related products, look alike products (2" offense)
o Use/possession of vapes, vaping materials and/or related products, look alike products

2" offense
Examples of Level Ill Consequences Including but not Limited to:

e Up to 10-day suspension e Referral to SAP

¢ Law enforcement/charges e Parent Conference

e Due Process e Activity Restriction (examples include:
e Restitution school sponsored trips, dances,

e Truancy citation commencement exercises, etc.)
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Level IV

Level IV offenses disrupt the learning climate of the school by posing a threat to the health,
safety, and welfare of others in the school. These criminal acts always require administrative
actions and may require the removal of the student from school, the intervention of law
enforcement authorities and possible action by the West Allegheny School Board.

Examples of Level 1V Violations Including but not Limited to:

e Repeated Level Ill Violations or Level 1l with aggravating circumstances

e Failure to complete assigned Level Il discipline

Possession of a weapon or look-alike weapon of any kind on school property including
school sponsored events and transportation to or from school

Bomb threat or causing a false alarm

Arson or attempted arson

Tampering with security/safety equipment and/or technology systems

Terroristic threats or acts

Commission of a criminal felony on school property or at a school sponsored event
Aggravated assault

Sexual assault (a student convicted/adjudicated will not be educated within the same
school as the victim for the duration of their educational career)

Distribution of pornography (including but not limited to child pornography)

Distribution and/or intent to sell drugs, alcohol, paraphernalia, or look-alike substances
Distribution and/or intent to sell regulated and/or non-regulated THC

Vandalism and/or theft over $100

Burglary of school property

Possession/use of explosive devices

Misconduct off campus: If any of the above acts occur off campus, a student is
subject to expulsion if the victim is a student or school employee and there is a
reasonable basis to believe that the continued presence of the student demonstrates a
clear threat to the safety of the victims or others in the school environment.

Examples of Level 1V Consequences Including but not Limited to:

e Out of School Suspension e School Board of Directors’ hearing

e Alternative Education Placement ¢ Involvement of law enforcement with

e Restitution potential for criminal charges

e Expulsion e Applicable Level lll consequences

e Superintendent’s hearing e Activity restriction (examples include:
school sponsored trips, dances,
commencement exercises, etc.)




